T HE R IONE T ESTACCIO

NUOVO MERCATO DI
TESTACCIO

A RCHAEOLOGICAL
A REA

The valley of Testaccio spreads out for 600,000 mq and
shows an urban fabric rich of historical evidences. From
the 2nd century BC, and then between the 1st and 2nd
century AD, when the ancient docking of Rome near
the Foro Boario became inadequate for the city needs,
the Testaccio plain was destined to the construction of
a new port (Emporium), of buildings for goods
conservation and storage (Porticus Aemilia, Horrea
Galbana, Lolliana, Severiana, etc.), and of a large
organized dump of imperial oil amphoras (Monte dei
Cocci or Monte Testaccio).
Between the 5th and the 7th century AD, the plain was
involved in a gradual process of ruralization, and since
the Middle Ages it was used for setting up vegetables
gardens and vines. A part of the present rione was left
as public recreation ground, and was therefore known
with the name “Prati del Popolo Romano” (Meadows of
Roman People).
After the Unity of Italy, the city plan of 1871 stated that
the area had to be used for housing industrial buildings
and the connected working class houses.
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T HE A RCHAELOGICAL A REA UNDER THE N UOVO M ERCATO DI T ESTACCIO
The excavation of the Testaccio New Market, a four-sided area extended for one hectare, started from the street level (15 m ASL), and reached a depth of about 9 m, providing an
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